First Reading

July 4

5 Pentecost

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

Isaiah 66:10-16

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice with
her in joy, all you who mourn over her-- *that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast; that you may drink deeply with delight from her
glorious bosom. **For thus says the Lord: | will extend prosperity to her like a
river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall
nurse and be carried on her arm, and dandled on her knees. **As a mother
comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

%You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies shall flourish like the
grass; and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants, and his
indignation is against his enemies.

> For the Lord will come in fire, and his chariots like the whirlwind, to pay back
his anger in fury, and his rebuke in flames of fire. *°For by fire will the Lord
execute judgment, and by his sword, on all flesh; and those slain by the Lord shall
be many.
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