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FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH: BAPTISM, CLASS 1 CONVERSION AND BAPTISM 
 
Foundations of Faith explores the core beliefs and rites of the Christian faith and 
invite reflection in our 21st Century/Covid-19 pandemic context. The series is led 
by Joe Jennings, the Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun (St. Stephens Church), the Rev. Br. 
Richard Edward Helmer (Church of our Saviour). 
 
Foundation of Faith revisits our Christian faith’s core principles, to understand 
how they emerged, and how to apply them in today’s world. We will explore the 
Jewish, Greek and Roman foundations that underpinned and competed with 
Jesus, and then how the early Church refined the experience and teachings of 
Jesus in response. 
 
We are now ready to explore the Christian Sacrament of Baptism. 

Baptism of Christ fresco by Giotto di Bondone, c. 1305  
(Cappella Scrovegni, Padua, Italy) 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 
Proper 281     
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:  
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
The Sacraments2 
 
Q. What are the sacraments? 
A. The sacraments are outward and visible signs of inward  and spiritual grace, given by Christ as 
sure and certain means by which we receive that grace. 
 
Q. What is grace? 
A. Grace is God's favor toward us, unearned and  undeserved; by grace God forgives our sins, 
enlightens  our minds, stirs our hearts, and strengthens our wills. 
    
Q. What are the two great sacraments of the Gospel? 
A. The two great sacraments given by Christ to his Church  are Holy Baptism and the Holy 
Eucharist. 
 
Holy Baptism 
 
Q. What is Holy Baptism? 
A. Holy Baptism is the sacrament by which God adopts us  as his children and makes us members 
of Christ's Body,  the Church, and inheritors of the kingdom of God. 
    
Q. What is the outward and visible sign in Baptism? 
A. The outward and visible sign in Baptism is water, in which the person is baptized in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
    
Q. What is the inward and spiritual grace in Baptism? 
A. The inward and spiritual grace in Baptism is union with Christ in his death and resurrection, birth 
into God's family the Church, forgiveness of sins, and new life in the Holy Spirit. 
    
Q. What is required of us at Baptism? 
A. It is required that we renounce Satan, repent of our sins, and accept Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior. 
    
Q. Why then are infants baptized? 
A. Infants are baptized so that they can share citizenship in the Covenant, membership in Christ, 
and redemption by God. 
    
Q. How are the promises for infants made and carried out? 

 
1 Episcopal Book of Common Prayer pp.236 
2 Book of Common Prayer pp 857-59 
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A. Promises are made for them by their parents and sponsors, who guarantee that the infants will be  
brought up within the Church, to know Christ and be able to follow him. 
 
Conversion3: con·ver·sion | \ kən-ˈvər-zhən  , -shən \ 
1 : the act of converting : the process of being converted 
2 : an experience associated with the definite and decisive adoption of a religion 
 
Mikveh4 (Hebrew, ֶהוְקִמ ), literally translated as a "collection" or "gathering", is a pool or bath of clear water 
in which immersion renders ritually clean a person who has become ritually unclean. 
 
'And I will sprinkle clean water upon you and ye shall be clean; from all your uncleannesses and from all 
your idols will I cleanse you.” [Ezek. 36: 25] 
 
Baptism5:  bap·tism | \ ˈbap-ˌti-zəm  , especially Southern ˈbab- \ 
1a : a Christian sacrament marked by ritual use of water and admitting the recipient to the Christian 
community 
2 : an act, experience, or ordeal by which one is purified, sanctified, initiated, or named 
Origin of word6: 1250–1300; Middle English <Late Latin baptisma<Greek bapt(ízein) to baptize + -isma-
ism; replacing Middle English bapteme<Old French <Late Latin, as above 
 
  

 
3 Source: Merriam-Webster 
4 Source: https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/mikveh 
5 Source: Merriam-Webster 
6 Source: Dictionary.com 
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CONVERSION 
 
Conversion7: con·ver·sion | \ kən-ˈvər-zhən  , -shən \ 
1 : the act of converting : the process of being converted 
2 : an experience associated with the definite and decisive adoption of a religion 
 
Old Testament 
 
Exodus 3:1-6 
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the 
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses 
said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the 
Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at 
God. 
 
7 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry 
on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them 
from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians 
oppress them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  
 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  
 
12 He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 
 
13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has 
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”  
 
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.”[a] He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has 
sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord,[b] the God 
of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: 
 

This is my name forever, 
and this my title for all generations. 

 
Ruth 1:15-17 
15 So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your 
sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, 
 

“Do not press me to leave you 
    or to turn back from following you! 
Where you go, I will go; 
    where you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people, 
    and your God my God. 
17 Where you die, I will die— 

 
7 Source: Merriam-Webster 
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    there will I be buried. 
May the Lord do thus and so to me, 
    and more as well, 
if even death parts me from you!” 

 
New Testament 
Acts 9:1-19 The Conversion of Saul 
9 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged 
to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” 
The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be 
told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard 
the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 
He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and 
at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has 
seen in a vision[a] a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 
invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring 
my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much 
he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands 
on Saul[b] and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like 
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 
Acts 16:11-40 The Conversion of Lydia 
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 
and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district[a] of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 
remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where 
we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 
there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of 
Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us… 
 
40 After leaving the prison they went to Lydia’s home; and when they had seen and encouraged the 
brothers and sisters[e] there, they departed. 
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PRAYERS 
 
Kyrie Confession8 

Open our eyes to your presence in our midst. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Turn our hearts from selfish ends. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Draw us into your company on the way. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
REFLECTION ON CONVERSION 
 
What is your experience of conversion in your own life? 
 
 
  

 
8 Source: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-
worship/churchs-year/festivals/conversion  
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BAPTISM IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
Genesis 1:1-5 1 In the beginning when God created[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept over the face of 
the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
Genesis 7:11-129 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth 
day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened. 12 The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 
 
Exodus 14 Crossing the Red Sea 
 
Joshua 3  Israel Crosses the Jordan 
 
Ezekial 36:22-32 
22 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, 
that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to 
which you came. 23 I will sanctify my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and 
which you have profaned among them; and the nations shall know that I am the Lord, says the Lord God, 
when through you I display my holiness before their eyes.  
 
24 I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own 
land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 
from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; 
and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put my spirit 
within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. 28 Then you shall 
live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.  
 
29 I will save you from all your uncleannesses, and I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay 
no famine upon you. 30 I will make the fruit of the tree and the produce of the field abundant, so that you 
may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations.  
 
31 Then you shall remember your evil ways, and your dealings that were not good; and you shall loathe 
yourselves for your iniquities and your abominable deeds. 32 It is not for your sake that I will act, says the 
Lord God; let that be known to you. Be ashamed and dismayed for your ways, O house of Israel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9 1 Pet 3:20 “when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water.” 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 
Josephus10 on John the Baptist11 
[18.116] Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod's army came from God as a just 
punishment of what Herod had done against John, who was called the Baptist. 
 
[18.117] For Herod had killed this good man, who had commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, 
righteousness towards one another and piety towards God. For only thus, in John's opinion, would 
the baptism he administered be acceptable to God, namely, if they used it to obtain not pardon for some 
sins but rather the cleansing of their bodies, inasmuch as it was taken for granted that their souls had 
already been purified by justice. 
 
[18.118] Now many people came in crowds to him, for they were greatly moved by his words. Herod, who 
feared that the great influence John had over the masses might put them into his power and enable him 
to raise a rebellion (for they seemed ready to do anything he should advise), thought it best  to put him to 
death. In this way, he might prevent any mischief John might cause, and not bring himself into difficulties 
by sparing a man who might make him repent of it when it would be too late. 
 
[18.119] Accordingly John was sent as a prisoner, out of Herod's suspicious temper, to Machaerus, the 
castle I already mentioned, and was put to death. Now the Jews thought that the destruction of his army 
was sent as a punishment upon Herod, and a mark of God's displeasure with him. 
 
Since John the Baptist performed all the baptisms in the Gospels, who baptized him?12 
While Jews traditionally engaged in various washings under the Mosaic Law, immersion in water was not 
practiced by Jews as a sign of faith in Yahweh or as entry into Judaism. Judaism practiced circumcision 
as the rite of passage into the community of God's people, not immersion in water. In his ministry of 
baptism in the Jordan River, John the Baptist introduced something entirely new for Judaism, and later 
Jesus instituted it for His followers as well. Therefore, John never received water baptism in the way he 
practiced it, nor was it necessary for him to receive it. 
 
Why Did John the Baptist Baptize?13 
 
 Pat McCloskey, OFM 
Ask a Franciscan: Why Did John the Baptist Baptize? 
 
Q. During Advent we hear Gospel readings about John the Baptist and his ministry. This month we 
celebrate Jesus' Baptism by John. This, however, was not a Jewish practice, was it? Why was John 
baptizing in the first place? 
 
A. You cannot find the word baptism or any of its derivatives in the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament). 
Baptism was not an official part of Judaism as it reshaped itself during and after the Exile in Babylon 

 
10 In the war between the Jews and the Romans of 66-70, the Jewish general Joseph son of Matthias 
defended Galilee against the Roman legions. After he had been defeated, he defected to his enemies, 
and advised the Roman general Vespasian. When the latter became emperor, his adviser started a 
career as a historian who tried to explain Judaism to the Greeks and Romans. His works are the Jewish 
War, the Jewish Antiquities, an Autobiography and an apology of Judaism called Against the Greeks (or 
Against Apion). As Roman citizen, he accepted a new name: Flavius Josephus. He must have died about 
100, more than sixty years old. Source: https://www.livius.org/sources/content/josephus/jewish-
antiquities/josephus-on-john-the-baptist/ 
11 Source: Josephus, Jewish Antiquities, 18.116-119, Josephus on John the Baptist 
12 Source: https://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-answers/who-baptized-john-the-baptist 
13 Source: Why Did John the Baptist Baptize?  Pat McCloskey, OFM,Franciscan Media 
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(most of the sixth century B.C.). Baptism was, however, practiced unofficially by some Jewish people in 
the century before and after Jesus' birth. 
 
In this context, baptism was a sign of general repentance and thus could be repeated (as altar calls can 
be among Protestants). At Qumran on the west side of the Dead Sea, the Jews known as Essenes 
practiced a baptism of repentance during Jesus' lifetime. Some scholars think this group may have 
influenced John's ministry. 
 
Around the same time, ritual baths for purification became more common among Jews in urban areas. 
These were obviously not possible during the desert years under Moses. If you go to the Jewish quarter 
of the Old City of Jerusalem today, you can see houses with ritual baths dating back almost 20 centuries. 
 
Eventually, some confusion arose concerning the baptism conferred by John the Baptist and the 
Sacrament of Baptism given by Jesus' disciples. In Matthew 3:11, John describes his baptism as being 
"with water" while Jesus' Baptism will be "with the Holy Spirit and fire." 
 
In Acts 8:14-17, the apostles in Jerusalem send Peter and John to baptize some Samaritans who had 
been baptized "in the name of the Lord Jesus" but had not yet been baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Later we meet Apollos, a Jewish man instructed in the Way of the Lord (Christianity) but who "knew only 
the baptism of John" (Acts 18:25). Priscilla and Aquila explained to him the Baptism that Jesus' disciples 
used. In Ephesus, Paul rebaptized those who had received only the baptism of John (Acts 19:1-5). 
 
The relationship of John's baptism to Christian Baptism is directly addressed in Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8 
and Luke 3:16. 
 
John the Baptist and Baptism14 
Although, like earlier prophets, John had an inner circle of disciples, baptism was not an admission rite 
into this group. It was a rite (immersion in running water) that symbolized repentance in preparation for 
the coming world judgment and was to be accompanied, before and afterward, by a righteous life. It was 
hardly conceived as a sacrament, in the Christian sense, conveying forgiveness, or as superseding 
Judaism and marking off a new people, including both Jews and Gentiles, prepared for God’s final 
kingdom. Nor is a hypothesis that it symbolized a new Israel’s crossing of the Red Sea toward a new 
national deliverance demonstrable. Equally unprovable is that it was a rite symbolizing man’s reunion with 
divinity and return to his heavenly home—a sacrament of salvation and rebirth. The Jewish rite of baptism 
of converts differs fundamentally and is not its source. There were several other baptizing groups found 
about the same time and place, but none of these various and little-known baptisms can be shown to 
have inspired John’s. His may have resembled in parts the initiatory baptism of the Essenes, though their 
other baptisms were more concerned with maintaining their community’s ritual purity. John’s baptism 
probably symbolized not so much anticipated entrance into the kingdom of God as an anticipatory 
submission to the coming world judgment, which was represented as a coming second “baptism” by the 
Holy Spirit in a river of fire. 
 
  

 
14 Source: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-John-the-Baptist 
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BAPTISM AND BAPTIZED IN NEW TESTAMENT 
 
Epistles (Selection) 
 
Galatians 3:27 
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
 
Ephesians 4:5-6 
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:13-16 
Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank 
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized 
in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else.) 
 
1 Corinthians 10:1-5 
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,[a] that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and 
all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate 
the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that 
followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and 
they were struck down in the wilderness. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
Romans 6:1-14 
6 What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no means! 
How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. 
 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if 
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he 
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13 
No longer present your members to sin as instruments[a] of wickedness, but present yourselves to God 
as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments[b] 
of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 
Colossians 2:9-12 
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have come to fullness in him, who is the 
head of every ruler and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision,[d] by 
putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12 when you were buried with him in 
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 
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Gospels and Acts 
 
Baptism of Jesus 
Mark 1:1-13  
1 The beginning of the good news[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[b] 
 
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,[c] 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,[d] 
    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight,’” 
 

4 John the baptizer appeared[e] in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 
He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with[f] water; but he will baptize you with[g] the 
Holy Spirit.” 
 
The Baptism of Jesus 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;[h] with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 
The Temptation of Jesus 
12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 
Matthew 3:1-17 
The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.”[a] 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight.’” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
11 “I baptize you with[b] water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
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The Baptism of Jesus 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered 
him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,[d] with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
Luke 3:1-22 
3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler[a] of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler[b] of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler[c] of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two 
coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax 
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, 
“Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should 
we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” 
 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah,[d] 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; 
but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with[e] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 19 But Herod the 
ruler,[f] who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil 
things that Herod had done, 20 added to them all by shutting up John in prison. 
 
The Baptism of Jesus 
 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;[g] with you I am well pleased.”[h] 
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Luke 4:1-13 The Temptation of Jesus 
 
4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 
where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they 
were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 
become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” 
 
5 Then the devil[a] led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And the 
devil[b] said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, 
and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, 
“It is written, 
 
‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’” 
9 Then the devil[c] took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, 
 
‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    to protect you,’ 
11 and 
 
‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 
 
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13 When the devil had 
finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
 
John 1:19-34 
The Testimony of John the Baptist 
 
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”[g] 21 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He 
answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 

 
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you 
are neither the Messiah,[h] nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing. 
 
The Lamb of God 
 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”[i] 
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Baptism of Paul 
Acts 9:15-19  15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 
name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he 
must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on 
Saul[b] and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like 
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 
Acts 22:12-16 12 “A certain Ananias, who was a devout man according to the law and well spoken of by 
all the Jews living there, 13 came to me; and standing beside me, he said, ‘Brother Saul, regain your 
sight!’ In that very hour I regained my sight and saw him. 14 Then he said, ‘The God of our ancestors has 
chosen you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear his own voice; 15 for you will be his 
witness to all the world of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you delay? Get up, be 
baptized, and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.’ 
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EARLY BAPTISMAL CREEDS 
 
Early Baptismal Creeds 
The Apostles Creed is the oldest Creed professed by Christians today. It is not an official creed of the 
Eastern Orthodox Church. It is a primary creed of the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches. 
 
The Apostles' Creed15 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Period of Initial Crystallization 
 
Two broad periods of development: 

• 150-250 CE Initial crystallization 
• 200-650 CE Addition and refinement 

 
It is important to note that the creed was taking form as the rite of baptism was also forming in the 
Church. The histories of the creed, baptism and catechism, i.e. the preparation of converts to become 
members of the church, all overlap. 
 
By year 150 CE it appears that a regular practice at baptism was a threefold confession of faith: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit were accompanied by a threefold immersion in water. The authority for doing so 
comes from the Gospels. For example: 
 
Matthew 28:18-2016 

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.”[a] 

 
15 Source: The Episcopal Church, https://episcopalchurch.org/creeds 
16 JWJ Notes: The structure is  

1. Jesus has all of the authority from God;  
2. The apostles are instructed to go to all nations of the world 
3. They are to baptize in the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
4. And teach to obey everything Jesus taught  
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With this simple confession of faith in God the father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit we have 
the basic outline of the creed already established. 
 
200 CE we see two emerging types of creeds: questions and answers and statement of faith. 
 
That candidates for catechism’s confession was cast as answers to a series of questions in the Christian 
church in Rome.  
 
Creed 1: Hippolytus17  

“12When each of them to be baptized has gone down into the water, the one baptizing shall lay 
hands on each of them, asking, "Do you believe in God the Father Almighty?" 13And the one 
being baptized shall answer, "I believe."  
 
14He shall then baptize each of them once, laying his hand upon each of their heads. 15Then he 
shall ask, "Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was born of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and died, and rose on the third day living 
from the dead, and ascended into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of the Father, the one 
coming to judge the living and the dead?" 16When each has answered, "I believe," he shall 
baptize a second time.  
 
17Then he shall ask, "Do you believe in the Holy Spirit and the Holy Church and the resurrection 
of the flesh?" 18Then each being baptized shall answer, "I believe." And thus let him baptize the 
third time.” 

 
Also present in the early 200s in the Rome Church was a different creed as a statement of faith: 
 
Creed 2:  

“I believe in God the Father Almighty; 
 
And in Jesus Christ His Only Son, Our Lord, 
Who was born from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
Who under Pontius Pilate was crucified and buried, 
On the third day he rose again from the dead, 
Ascended into heaven, sits on the right hand of the Father 
When He will come to judge the living and the dead; 
 
And in the Holy Spirit, the holy Church, the forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the flesh.” 

 
The two Creeds served different purposes associated with baptism:  

• Creed 1 took shape within the context of baptism. 
• Creed 2 is a declaration of faith to be memorized in preparation for catechism and baptism. 

 
Creed 1 may be the earlier and more original version – Creed 2 over time replaced it. Creed 2 represents 
the solemn act where an individual accepts for themself the gracious action of God in Jesus Christ. In the 
rite of baptism the individual is grafted onto to the body of Christ and made one with Him.  
 
In this context, a creed is more than a regulatory document against which “true” faith is tested. The creed 
represents a conscious, verbal acknowledgement and appropriation of what is enacted in baptism. It 
signifies my personal profession of faith in God who has reached out to me and points back to the act by 
which I was made one with Jesus Christ 
  

 
17 Hippolytus, Apostolic Tradition, Chapter 21 
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COMMENTARY ON BAPTISM 
 
St. Augustine 
“If the forgiveness of sins were not to be had in the Church, there would be no hope of future life and 
eternal liberation. We thank God, who gave his Church such a gift. Here you are; you are going to come 
to the holy font, you will be washed in saving baptism, you will be renewed in the “bath of rebirth” [Titus 
3:5], you will be without any sin at all as you come up from that birth. All the things that were plaguing you 
in the past will be there be blotted out.” Augustine, Sermon 213.918 
 
Augustine also compared Baptism with the crossing the Red Sea in Exodus.  Just like the Israelites who 
crossed the Red Sea while the pursuing Egyptians were drowned, the candidates must cross the Red 
Sea of Baptism and their sins will be left drown in the water.  In his other work, based on Romans 6:4, he 
wrote: 

Paul spoke of the great mystery of holy baptism as bound up with the cross of Christ; and this he 
does in terms that make us understand that baptism in Christ is nothing but an image of Christ’s 
death, and the Christ’s death on the cross is nothing but an image of the remission of sin. Just as 
his death was real, so also the remission of ours is real; and just as his resurrection was real, so 
also our justification is real.19 

 
 
He also stated that Baptism marks the beginning of our renewal process and this process is gradual, 
following 2 Corinthians 4:16: our inner nature is being renewed every day.20 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
Just as a man cannot live in the flesh unless he is born in the flesh, even so a man cannot have the 
spiritual life of grace unless he is born again spiritually. This regeneration is effected by Baptism: "Unless 
a man is born again of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (Jn 3:5)21 
   
Baptism is the Sacrament of Faith. Now, dead faith does not suffice for salvation .. .Therefore, the 
Sacrament of Baptism cannot give salvation to a man whose will ... expels the form of faith.22 
 
Martin Luther 
“Although you only receive the sacrament of baptism once, you are continually baptized anew by faith, 
always dying and yet ever living. When you were baptized, your whole body was submerged and then 
came forth again out of the water. Similarly, the essence of the rite was that grace permeated your whole 
life, in both body and soul; and that it will bring you forth, at the last day, clothed in the white robe of 
immortality. It follows that we never lose the sign of baptism nor its force; indeed we are continually being 
rebaptized, until we attain to the completion of the sign at the last day.”23 
 
Baptism in Martin Luther’s Theology24  
Summary: Baptism opens a window to the heart of Martin Luther’s 16th-century theology. It offers a 
perspective for how Luther understands the impact of grace and its channels, as well as the nature of 
justification in an individual’s life. In his teaching about baptism, Luther demonstrates the vital working of 
the Word and lays a foundation for a Word-centered and faith-oriented spirituality. With baptism, Luther 
articulates his vision for the purpose of the Church and the rationale for sacraments. Baptism reveals 
different sides of the theologian: one who argues with a zeal on the “necessity” of baptism and its 

 
18 Source: Augustine through the Ages, an Encyclopaedia, page 88 
19 Source: Augustine through the Ages, an Encyclopaedia, page 88 
20 Source: On the Merits and Forgiveness of Sins and on Infant Baptism, 2.7.9 – 2.8.10 
21 Source: The Aquinas Catechism (ed. Sophia Institute Press, 2000) - ISBN: 9781928832102 
22 Source: Summa Theologiae > Third Part > Question 68 
23 Source: Martin Luther, “The Pagan Servitude of the Church,” 292. 
24 Source: Baptism in Martin Luther’s Theology , Kirsi Stjerna, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780199340378.013.360 
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meaningful God-mandated practice in Christian communities and another who imagines God’s saving 
grace too expansive to be limited to any ritual. The apparent tensions in Luther’s articulation can be 
understood from his overlapping agendas and different audiences: in his baptismal talk, Luther is both 
processing his own Angst about salvation and negotiating his developing position in relation to the 
medieval sacramental theology and other emerging reform solutions. While feistily refuting his opponents, 
he is also speaking from his personal religious experience of being as if reborn with the encounter of the 
Word of grace and passionately extrapolating his most foundational conviction: God’s unconditional 
promise of grace as the ground of being for human life, given to humanity in the Word. The matter of 
baptism leads to the roots of different Christian “confessional” traditions. The format of the ritual has 
generated less anxiety than differing theological opinions on (1) the role of faith in the validity of baptism, 
and (2) the effects of baptism in one’s life. Whether infant or adult baptism is favored depends on whether 
baptism is primarily understood as a sign of faith, a cause of forgiveness and transformation, or an 
initiation into the Christian community—or all of the above. Baptism is at the center of Luther’s theological 
nervous system; it connects with every other vital thread in the theological map. Baptism is a mystery and 
a matter of faith; it calls for a philosophical imagination and mystical willingness to grasp the questions of 
reality beyond what meets the eye. “I study it daily,” Luther admits in his “Large Catechism.” “In baptism, 
therefore, every Christian has enough to study and practice all his or her life. Christians always have 
enough to do to believe firmly what baptism promises and brings.”  
 
John Calvin 
Calvin's teaching on how the preached Word is a means of grace parallels how the sacraments in general 
- particularly baptism - are effectual…  
 
Firstly, baptism is a means of grace, by conferring what it seals and signifies, only for the elect. What 
Calvin says about the sacraments in general is also true of baptism in particular: 
"The Holy Spirit, whom the sacraments do not bring promiscuously to all, but whom the Lord specially 
confers on his people, brings the gifts of God along with him, makes way for the sacraments, and causes 
them to bear fruit."3… 
 
Secondly, baptism confers what it signs and signifies by faith. Calvin argues: 
"Therefore, let it be regarded as a settled principle that the sacraments have the same office as the Word 
of God: to offer and set forth Christ to us, and in him the treasures of heavenly grace. But they avail and 
profit nothing unless received in faith."5 
 
And then later on he reiterates: 
"Let us take as proof of this, Cornelius the centurion, who, having already received forgiveness of sins 
and the visible graces of the Holy Spirit, was nevertheless baptized. He did not seek an ampler 
forgiveness of sins through baptism, but a surer exercise of faith -- indeed, increase of assurance from a 
pledge. Perhaps someone will object: why, then, did Ananias tell Paul to wash away his sins through 
baptism if sins are not washed away by the power of baptism itself? I reply: we are said to receive, obtain, 
and acquire what, according as our faith is aware, is shown forth to us by the Lord, whether when he first 
testifies to it, or when he confirms more fully and more surely what has been attested, Ananias meant 
only this: "To be assured, Paul, that your sins are forgiven, be baptized. For the Lord promises 
forgiveness of sins in baptism; receive it, and be secure." . . . But from this sacrament, as from all others, 
we obtain only as much as we receive in faith."6 
 
For Calvin, then, baptism is a sign that ordinarily follows faith. Of course, in an elect infant the case is 
different: faith follows baptism. For an elect infant who doesn't have faith at the time of their baptism 
(though Calvin can speak about an infant having a latent faith like that of Jeremiah, David, or John the 
Baptist7), the baptism becomes a means of grace later in life when they do come to faith. The grace 
which is signified at their baptism is then conferred upon them. But - and this is crucial for understanding 
Calvin at this point - baptism as a means of grace does not end there. For the elect who are in faith, 
baptism continues to be a means of grace as they continue to look back at their baptism and strive to 
improve it8. By faith we look back at our baptism and are encouraged. As Calvin says: "The great truth, 
for example, of our spiritual regeneration, though but once represented to us in baptism, should remain 
fixed in our minds through our whole life. . ."9 Similarly stated, baptism is an ongoing means of grace for 
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the elect. Each time a true believer looks back at his baptism by faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit 
communicates the grace signified by the sacrament. 
 
Thirdly it confers what it signs and signifies only by the power of the Holy Spirit10. Calvin writes: 
"We must not suppose that there is some latent virtue inherent in the sacraments by which they, in 
themselves, confer the gifts of the Holy Spirit upon us in the same way in which wine is drunk out of a 
cup, since the only office divinely assigned them is to attest and ratify the benevolence of the Lord 
towards us; and they avail no farther than accompanied by the Holy Spirit to open our minds and hearts, 
and make us capable of receiving this testimony, in which various distinguished graces are clearly 
manifested."11 
 
Just as was mentioned above with reference to the Word of God preached, likewise with baptism: a 
means of grace may be efficacious at times other than when it is received. The Holy Spirit is sovereign, 
and so he may or may not confer the grace signed and sealed in baptism at the time of its administration: 
"Whatever God offers in the sacraments, depends on the secret operation of the Holy Spirit . . . . So far, 
then, is God from resigning the grace of His Spirit to the sacraments, that all their efficacy and utility are 
lodged in the Spirit alone . . . . Thus the sacraments are effectual only 'where and whenever God is so 
pleased.'"12 
 
Subsequently Calvin makes the connection explicit between baptism and the Word of God as means of 
grace: 
"As the outward voice of man cannot at all penetrate the heart, it is in the free and sovereign 
determination of God to give the profitable use of the signs to whom he pleases . . . . The external 
administration of Baptism profits nothing, save only where God pleases it shall."13 
In other words, God may confer the grace before the sacrament is administered, or he may confer it at 
the time of its administration, or he may confer it shortly or long after its administration. In answering 
Westphal's teaching that infants who are baptized are always regenerated, Calvin responds, ". . . that the 
nature of baptism or the Supper must not be tied down to an instant of time."14 
 
Fourthly, in connection with what has just been said, the grace which is signified in baptism is not 
necessarily tied to the sign. God is sovereign and may work with or without the sign, even though he 
ordinarily works through means. Calvin puts it this way: 
"The grace of God is not confined to the sign: so that God may not, if He pleases, bestow it without the 
aid of the sign. Besides, many receive the sign who are not partakers of grace; for the sign is common to 
all, to the good and to the bad alike; but the Spirit is bestowed on none but the elect, and the sign, as we 
have said, has no efficacy without the Spirit."15 
 
God may certainly confer the grace signed and sealed by baptism apart from or beside the actual 
administration of the sacrament. While ordinarily this is not how God works, the doctrine of his 
sovereignty demands that he not be tied down or restricted to the ordinary use of the means of grace. 
 
CS Lewis on Deification and Baptism25 
But exactly how does Christ operate through us? And how does one acquire the “Christ-life” within? In 
Mere Christianity, Lewis asserts that three main ways to achieve this are baptism, belief, and Holy 
Communion. Although Lewis said he was puzzled that such things should convey spiritual life, he noted 
that “we have to take reality as it comes to us”; and he adds, “If you want to be wet you must get into the 
water. If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even into, the thing that has 
them…. They are a great fountain of energy and beauty spurting up at the very center of reality. If you are 
close to it, the spray will wet you: if you are not, you will remain dry.”20 
 
Lewis thought that because men and women were created as physical beings, God uses material things 
(water, bread, wine) to infuse them with divine grace. In Christianity—which is “almost the only one of the 

 
25 C. S. LEWIS, THEOLOGY, Shine As the Sun: C.S. Lewis and the Doctrine of Deification by Chris 
Jensen • October 31, 2007  
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great religions which thoroughly approves of the body”—the body as well as the soul participate in the 
spiritual life, and one day the rapture of the saved soul will “flow over” into the glorified body.21 Although 
we may not be able to conceive exactly what we will be in the next life, Lewis insists that “we may be sure 
that we shall be more, not less, than we were on earth.”22 In other words, deification will not come to 
destroy the human body but fulfill and resurrect it. Thus in Christianity, the body is not to be dismissed as 
an inferior prison-house of the soul as it might be in Plato or in streams of gnostic thought—including 
contemporary American varieties of gnosticism.23 In Lewis’ view, it is not God but the devil who despises 
matter and resents the mingling of spiritual things with “dirt and slime.”24 
 
Thomas Merton 
 
“Once you have grace, you are free. Without it, you cannot help doing the things you know you should not 
do, and that you know you don’t really want to do. But once you have grace, you are free. When you are 
baptized, there is no power in existence that can force you to commit a sin — nothing that will be able to 
drive you to it against your own conscience. And if you merely will it, you will be free forever, because the 
strength will be given you, as much as you need, and as often as you ask, and as soon as you ask, and 
generally long before you ask for it, too.”26 
 
He describes in his autobiography, The Seven Story Mountain, the anxiety and exigency which lead him 
to ask for baptism: '"What are you waiting for?' ... 'Why do you still hesitate?' . .. 'Ifs absurd.' Suddenly. I 
could bear it no longer. I put down the book, and got into my raincoat, and ... went out into the street. ... I 
had nine blocks to walk." Merton goes to Corpus Christi and informs Rev. George Ford. "I want to 
become a Catholic" (SSM 215-16). Baptism for him means entering the Catholic Church, canceling out 
"twenty-three black years of sin," ending his "slavery to death," bringing him, if not to Paradise, to at least 
the "seven-circled mountain of ... Purgatory."27  
 
First, there is the obvious area of continued relevance. Merton was one of the first Roman Catholic 
religious leaders before the Second Vatican Council to emphasize the importance of prayer and 
contemplation for all people and not just the religious "professionals" (i.e., nuns and priests). He 
articulated in his popular spiritual writing, such as Seeds of Contemplation, what Vatican II would more 
than a decade later describe as the "universal call to holiness." All women and men, by virtue of their 
baptism, have received a vocation and to discover what that is requires prayer and discernment. Each of 
us also has what Merton called our "true self," who we are in our fullness as known only to God. This 
means that to discover our truest identity requires seeking and discovering God in prayer. These insights 
are as timeless as the human quest for authenticity.28 
 
N. T. Wright on Word and Sacraments: Baptism29 
(Part 2 of 3) BY N. T. WRIGHT 
 
One way of appropriating the meaning of baptism is to go back through the Scripture narrative. The Jews, 
ancient and modern, tell the Passover story each year with graphic detail and with great celebration. It’s 
all about coming through the water to freedom. But they know perfectly well that the water also looks back 
to creation in Genesis 1, when the primal waters are parted as God brings creation into being. Through 
the waters to life, to new life—that’s what we’re saying in baptism. 
 
So we shouldn’t be surprised when we find John the Baptist down by the Jordan River bringing people 
through the Jordan, symbolically reenacting the Exodus. In baptism, we go through the water and enter 
into God’s new covenant. God has promised that he would do a new thing—and this is how he’s doing it. 
 

 
26 Source: Thomas Merton Letter to his brother John Paul Merton 
27 Source: Thomas Merton Seven Story Mountain, pp221 
28 Source: https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/why-should-anyone-care-about-thomas-merton-today 
29 Source: N. T. Wright on Word and Sacraments: Baptism  (Part 2 of 3) 
https://www.reformedworship.org/article/december-2008/n-t-wright-word-and-sacraments-baptism 
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Baptized into New Life 
 
The New Testament affirms the importance of John’s baptism as the beginning of Jesus’ own ministry, of 
Jesus himself submitting to John’s baptism. But then Jesus picks up the language of baptism, and in that 
famous passage in Mark 10:3930 and elsewhere he speaks about the disciples being baptized with the 
baptism he is baptized with—meaning something more than water; meaning his own death. And as we 
saw earlier, he chose the Passover, the great Jewish exodus festival, as the moment to act symbolically, 
to challenge the authorities by saying what would come next. 
 
In Jesus’ own baptism, death and resurrection were already present. And all the multiple layers of 
meaning that were already present in baptism were to be recentered on the event of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Through the water into God’s new world. 
 
I once heard a funeral sermon in which the preacher said, “As we trust that Jesus died and was raised to 
heaven, so we trust that our beloved friend has now died and has been raised to heaven.” That’s not the 
point. Easter is not Jesus getting to heaven when he died. Easter is Jesus’ newly embodied life launching 
God’s new creation through the water of death. And that’s why, from the very earliest Christian sources 
that we possess, Christian baptism is linked not just to Jesus’ own baptism, not just to the Exodus and to 
the first creation, but to Jesus’ own death and resurrection. 
 
Paul’s Theology of Baptism 
 
Romans 6 is quite remarkable, when you think about it. Within twenty-five years of the crucifixion, Paul 
had already worked out this astonishingly deep and detailed theology of what it means to go through the 
waters of baptism, linking it to the Exodus, to creation, to new creation, and in particular to Jesus’ own 
death and resurrection. 
 
Therefore, says Paul, the spectacular Good Friday and Easter at the heart of the Christian story—Jesus’ 
dying and rising—happened to us in baptism. Paul doesn’t hold back here: he doesn’t hedge and say “as 
if.” He simply says, You died with Christ in baptism and you were raised with him through the waters into 
the new life of belonging to Jesus. 
 
And here’s the problem we have to face: There are many people walking around out there who have 
been baptized, whether as infants or as adults, for whom the Christian gospel seems to have no meaning, 
no power, no relevance to their lives. 
 
I once heard a Roman Catholic cardinal say, “The world is full of baptized non-Christians.” I know what he 
meant. At the same time, we have the testimony of people like Martin Luther saying that when all else 
fails and when the world seems dark and black, I have been baptized, and that is the chief anchor. We 
cannot allow those two ideas to polarize in the wrong way, because it is a pastoral problem, one we meet 
in most churches and most communities. 
 
I meet people who say to me, “Oh, I’m a Christian; I was baptized when I was a baby, and uh, got married 
in the church, and . . . I went to church a couple of Christmases ago but haven’t been back since.” In what 
sense are such persons Christians? They may think they are Christian because they are part of that 
culture. They are not agnostic or atheistic. Somewhere in there is a belief. Such people are probably a 
loose kind of deist, if truth be told—certainly not Muslim, nor Buddhist, nor Jewish. So they think they’re 
Christian. 
 
The interesting thing is that Paul faced exactly the same problem. In 1 Corinthians 10, you’ll find that he is 
addressing people who’ve been baptized, who are regular attendants of the Eucharist, and who may not 
have true faith. 
 

 
30 Mark 10:39 They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; 
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;” (NRSV) 
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… The point of the Scripture narrative is to say that baptism draws together all those stories about 
creation and Exodus, about Jesus, but also about the life of the church in the world. When we baptize 
someone, we are participating in that same narrative. We are saying, We are on this journey, this is our 
story, and it is now your story as well. And if you stick with us, we will help you live that story with us. 
That’s what baptism is all about. 
 
There is a danger of ritualism in baptism, but there is an equal danger of anti-ritualism, which says that 
we must do absolutely nothing in church lest it become a ritual of human work to make us feel good about 
ourselves. In fact, we are embodied creatures, made new with God’s life. So that’s why we celebrate 
baptism, which deeply and symbolically and wonderfully says: This is who we are. 
 
Another word here about baptism and faith. Paul says, I want you to work it out, to “count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:11). It is almost as though, I dare say, he’s 
appealing for faith on the basis of baptism. Isn’t that interesting? If you’ve been baptized, you have in fact 
died with Christ and risen with him. So what does it mean to consider such a reality? 
 
It certainly doesn’t mean “Now you’ve got all your Christian understanding together, so we can baptize 
you.” In the New Testament, baptism often happens very early in somebody’s life, like the Ethiopian 
eunuch who had been a believer for only five minutes before he was baptized by Philip. It takes a lifetime 
to figure out what your baptism means. 
 
Baptism of course means holiness, dying to sin. Tragically, some people believe that for those who are 
baptized there’s really no challenge left to living a holy life or making baptism real in their life. They say, “If 
you’ve been baptized, that’s fine. We accept you as you are. God obviously loves you because of your 
baptism and says that you’re accepted and included.” Of course God welcomes us as we are, but God’s 
welcome never leaves us as we are, thank God. God’s inclusiveness is always a transforming 
inclusiveness. And that is precisely what baptism is all about. 
 
Baptism is about dying and then rising again, not somehow getting into the church by evading the 
challenge. As C. S. Lewis emphasized again and again, there is nothing in this world which cannot die 
and be raised into God’s new world in terms of the actual good creation. At the same time, there’s nothing 
in this world that will make it into the new world if it does not first die and be raised. And so yes, all the 
baptized are welcome in church. But if you’re baptized, expect to be challenged by God and by your 
neighbors about your lifestyle and about your dying to sin and your rising again in holiness. 
 
Baptism is the ground on which we stand linked to Jesus. His dying and rising and the power of his 
victory are ours because we are his. But if you imagine that you can get that power without that identity, 
well, good luck! 
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EPISCOPAL RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM31 
 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
 
The Celebrant says The Candidate(s) for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Adults and Older Children 
 
The candidates who are able to answer for themselves are presented  
individually by their Sponsors, as follows 
 
Sponsor I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
The Celebrant asks each candidate when presented 
 

Do you desire to be baptized? 
Candidate I do. 
 
Infants and Younger Children 
 
Then the candidates who are unable to answer for themselves are presented  
individually by their Parents and Godparents, as follows 
 
Parents and Godparents I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and 
godparents 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian 
faith and life? 

 
Parents and Godparents 
 

I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow 
into the full stature of Christ? 

 
Parents and Godparents 
 

I will, with God's help. 
 
Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of 
the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children 
 
Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer  I renounce them. 
  
Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of 

God? 
Answer  I renounce them. 
  

 
31 Book of Common Prayer pp 301-308 
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Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer  I renounce them. 
  
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer  I do. 
  
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer  I do. 
 
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer  I do. 
 
The Celebrant then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 
baptismal covenant. 

 
The Baptismal Covenant 
 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

  
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 

and in the prayers? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
  
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
  
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 

People  I will, with God's help. 
 
Prayers for the Candidates 
 
The Celebrant then says to the congregation 
 

Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the  
Sacrament of new birth [and for those (this person) who  
have renewed their commitment to Christ.] 

 
A Person appointed leads the following petitions 
 
Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
The Celebrant says 
 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death 
of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 
lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving over the Water 
 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 

Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 
Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage 
in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 
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received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 
Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 
and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are 
buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 
 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 
born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
Consecration of the Chrism 
 
The Bishop may then consecrate oil of Chrism, placing a hand on the vessel of oil, and saying 
 

Eternal Father, whose blessed Son was anointed by the 
Holy Spirit to be the Savior and servant of all, we pray you to  
consecrate this oil, that those who are sealed with it may 
share in the royal priesthood of Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Baptism 
 
Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting priest or deacon, who then 
immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying 
 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Bishop or 
Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation, prays over them, saying 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy 
Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of 
grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them 
an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 
and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 
Then the Bishop or Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the 
cross [using Chrism if desired] and saying to each one 
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N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own forever. 
Amen. 

 
Or this action may be done immediately after the administration of the water and before the preceding 
prayer. 
 
When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 
of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 
us in his eternal priesthood. 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYERS 
 
All women and men, by virtue of their baptism, have received a vocation and to discover what that is 
requires prayer and discernment. Each of us also has what Merton called our "true self," who we are in 
our fullness as known only to God. This means that to discover our truest identity requires seeking and 
discovering God in prayer. These insights are as timeless as the human quest for authenticity.32 
 
 
 
REFLECTIONS 
 

1. How is my baptism covenant ongoing in me? How do I die to sin and discover my true self in 
relationship with God every day? 

  

 
32 Source: https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/why-should-anyone-care-about-thomas-merton-today 
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BAPTISM AND BAPTIZED CONCORDANCE IN OT AND NT 
Baptism in the NT 
Matthew (3) 
Mark (5) 
Luke (5) 
Acts (6) 
Romans (1) 
1 Corinthians (1) 
Ephesians (1) 
Colossians (1) 
Hebrews (2) 
1 Peter (1) 
 
“Baptism” in Epistles 
 
1 Corinthians 15:29 
Otherwise, what will those people do who receive baptism on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not 
raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 
 
Ephesians 4:5-6 
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
 
Colossians 2:9-12 
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have come to fullness in him, who is the 
head of every ruler and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision,[d] by 
putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12 when you were buried with him in 
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 
 
Hebrews 6:2 
instruction about baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 
 
Hebrews 9:10 
but deal only with food and drink and various baptisms, regulations for the body imposed until the time 
comes to set things right. 
 
Romans 6:4 
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 
“Baptism” in the Gospels 
 
Matthew 3:7 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
 
Matthew 3:13 
The Baptism of Jesus 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
 
Matthew 21:25 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
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Mark 1:4 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
Mark 1:9 
The Baptism of Jesus 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
 
Mark 10:38 
But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
 
Mark 10:39 
They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the 
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 
 
Mark 11:30 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin? Answer me.” 
 
Luke 3:3 
He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, 
 
Luke 3:21 
The Baptism of Jesus 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 
 
Luke 7:29 
(And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, because 
they had been baptized with John’s baptism. 
 
Luke 12:50 
I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 
 
Luke 20:4 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” 
 
Acts 1:22 
beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must 
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 
 
Acts 10:37 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
 
Acts 13:24 
before his coming John had already proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 
 
Acts 18:25 
He had been instructed in the Way of the Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught 
accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 
 
Acts 19:3 
Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 
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Acts 19:4 
Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 
 
“Baptized” in the New Testament (46) 
Matthew (4) 
Mark (6) 
Luke (6) 
John (3) 
Acts (18) 
Romans (1) 
1 Corinthians (7) 
Galatians (1) 
 
Epistles 
Romans 6:3 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
 
1 Corinthians 1:13 
Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
 
1 Corinthians 1:14 
I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 
 
1 Corinthians 1:15 
so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:16 
(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else.) 
 
1 Corinthians 10:2 
and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13 
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:29 
Otherwise, what will those people do who receive baptism on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not 
raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 
 
Galatians 3:27 
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
 
Gospels 
 
Matthew 3:6 
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  
Matthew 3:13 
The Baptism of Jesus 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
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Matthew 3:14 
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
 
Matthew 3:16 
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
 
Mark 1:5 
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
Mark 1:8 
I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Mark 1:9 
The Baptism of Jesus 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
 
Mark 10:38 
But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
 
Mark 10:39 
They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the 
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 
 
Mark 16:16 
The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be 
condemned. 
 
Luke 3:7 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 
 
Luke 3:12 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
 
Luke 3:21 
The Baptism of Jesus 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 
 
Luke 7:29 
(And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, because 
they had been baptized with John’s baptism. 
 
Luke 7:30 
But by refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves.) 
 
Luke 12:50 
I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 
 
John 3:22 
Jesus and John the Baptist 
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After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent some time there with 
them and baptized. 
 
John 3:23 
John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept 
coming and were being baptized 
 
John 4:2 
—although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— 
 
Acts 1:5 
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
Acts 2:38 
Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your 
sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 2:41 
So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added. 
 
Acts 8:12 
But when they believed Philip, who was proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
 
Acts 8:13 
Even Simon himself believed. After being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed 
when he saw the signs and great miracles that took place. 
 
Acts 8:16 
(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus). 
 
Acts 8:36 
As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 
 
Acts 8:38 
He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, 
and Philip baptized him. 
 
Acts 9:18 
And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and 
was baptized, 
 
Acts 10:48 
So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several 
days. 
 
Acts 11:16 
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
Acts 16:15 
When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful 
to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
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Acts 16:33 
At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were 
baptized without delay. 
 
Acts 18:8 
Crispus, the official of the synagogue, became a believer in the Lord, together with all his household; and 
many of the Corinthians who heard Paul became believers and were baptized. 
 
Acts 19:3 
Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 
 
Acts 19:4 
Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 
 
Acts 19:5 
On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Acts 22:16 
And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptized, and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.’ 
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CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH: THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
Catechism of the Catholic Church33 
PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY 
SECTION TWO: THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH 
CHAPTER ONE: THE SACRAMENTS OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
ARTICLE 1: THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 
1213 Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit (vitae spiritualis 
ianua),4 and the door which gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from 
sin and reborn as sons of God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and 
made sharers in her mission: "Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration through water in the word."5 
 
I. WHAT IS THIS SACRAMENT CALLED? 
 
1214 This sacrament is called Baptism, after the central rite by which it is carried out: to baptize (Greek 
baptizein) means to "plunge" or "immerse"; the "plunge" into the water symbolizes the catechumen's 
burial into Christ's death, from which he rises up by resurrection with him, as "a new creature."6 
 
1215 This sacrament is also called "the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit," for it 
signifies and actually brings about the birth of water and the Spirit without which no one "can enter the 
kingdom of God."7 
 
1216 "This bath is called enlightenment, because those who receive this [catechetical] instruction are 
enlightened in their understanding . . . ."8 Having received in Baptism the Word, "the true light that 
enlightens every man," the person baptized has been "enlightened," he becomes a "son of light," indeed, 
he becomes "light" himself:9 
 
Baptism is God's most beautiful and magnificent gift. . . .We call it gift, grace, anointing, enlightenment, 
garment of immortality, bath of rebirth, seal, and most precious gift. It is called gift because it is conferred 
on those who bring nothing of their own; grace since it is given even to the guilty; Baptism because sin is 
buried in the water; anointing for it is priestly and royal as are those who are anointed; enlightenment 
because it radiates light; clothing since it veils our shame; bath because it washes; and seal as it is our 
guard and the sign of God's Lordship.10 
 
II. BAPTISM IN THE ECONOMY OF SALVATION 
 
Prefigurations of Baptism in the Old Covenant 
 
1217 In the liturgy of the Easter Vigil, during the blessing of the baptismal water, the Church solemnly 
commemorates the great events in salvation history that already prefigured the mystery of Baptism: 
 
Father, you give us grace through sacramental signs, 
which tell us of the wonders of your unseen power. 
In Baptism we use your gift of water,  
which you have made a rich symbol  
of the grace you give us in this sacrament.11 
 
1218 Since the beginning of the world, water, so humble and wonderful a creature, has been the source 
of life and fruitfulness. Sacred Scripture sees it as "overshadowed" by the Spirit of God:12 
 
At the very dawn of creation  
your Spirit breathed on the waters,  
making them the wellspring of all holiness.13 

 
33 Source: https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c1a1.htm 
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1219 The Church has seen in Noah's ark a prefiguring of salvation by Baptism, for by it "a few, that is, 
eight persons, were saved through water":14 
 
The waters of the great flood  
you made a sign of the waters of Baptism,  
that make an end of sin and a new beginning of goodness.15 
1220 If water springing up from the earth symbolizes life, the water of the sea is a symbol of death and so 
can represent the mystery of the cross. By this symbolism Baptism signifies communion with Christ's 
death. 
 
1221 But above all, the crossing of the Red Sea, literally the liberation of Israel from the slavery of Egypt, 
announces the liberation wrought by Baptism: 
 
You freed the children of Abraham from the slavery of Pharaoh,  
bringing them dry-shod through the waters of the Red Sea,  
to be an image of the people set free in Baptism.16 
 
1222 Finally, Baptism is prefigured in the crossing of the Jordan River by which the People of God 
received the gift of the land promised to Abraham's descendants, an image of eternal life. The promise of 
this blessed inheritance is fulfilled in the New Covenant. 
 
Christ's Baptism 
 
1223 All the Old Covenant prefigurations find their fulfillment in Christ Jesus. He begins his public life 
after having himself baptized by St. John the Baptist in the Jordan.17 After his resurrection Christ gives 
this mission to his apostles: "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you."18 
 
1224 Our Lord voluntarily submitted himself to the baptism of St. John, intended for sinners, in order to 
"fulfill all righteousness."19 Jesus' gesture is a manifestation of his self-emptying.20 The Spirit who had 
hovered over the waters of the first creation descended then on the Christ as a prelude of the new 
creation, and the Father revealed Jesus as his "beloved Son."21 
 
1225 In his Passover Christ opened to all men the fountain of Baptism. He had already spoken of his 
Passion, which he was about to suffer in Jerusalem, as a "Baptism" with which he had to be baptized.22 
The blood and water that flowed from the pierced side of the crucified Jesus are types of Baptism and the 
Eucharist, the sacraments of new life.23 From then on, it is possible "to be born of water and the Spirit"24 
in order to enter the Kingdom of God. 
 
See where you are baptized, see where Baptism comes from, if not from the cross of Christ, from his 
death. There is the whole mystery: he died for you. In him you are redeemed, in him you are saved.25 
Baptism in the Church 
 
1226 From the very day of Pentecost the Church has celebrated and administered holy Baptism. Indeed 
St. Peter declares to the crowd astounded by his preaching: "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit."26 The apostles and their collaborators offer Baptism to anyone who believed in Jesus: Jews, the 
God-fearing, pagans.27 Always, Baptism is seen as connected with faith: "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved, you and your household," St. Paul declared to his jailer in Philippi. And the narrative 
continues, the jailer "was baptized at once, with all his family."28 
 
1227 According to the Apostle Paul, the believer enters through Baptism into communion with Christ's 
death, is buried with him, and rises with him: 
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Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.29 
The baptized have "put on Christ."30 Through the Holy Spirit, Baptism is a bath that purifies, justifies, and 
sanctifies.31 
 
1228 Hence Baptism is a bath of water in which the "imperishable seed" of the Word of God produces its 
life-giving effect.32 St. Augustine says of Baptism: "The word is brought to the material element, and it 
becomes a sacrament."33 
 
III. HOW IS THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM CELEBRATED? 
 
Christian Initiation 
 
1229 From the time of the apostles, becoming a Christian has been accomplished by a journey and 
initiation in several stages. This journey can be covered rapidly or slowly, but certain essential elements 
will always have to be present: proclamation of the Word, acceptance of the Gospel entailing conversion, 
profession of faith, Baptism itself, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and admission to Eucharistic 
communion. 
 
1230 This initiation has varied greatly through the centuries according to circumstances. In the first 
centuries of the Church, Christian initiation saw considerable development. A long period of 
catechumenate included a series of preparatory rites, which were liturgical landmarks along the path of 
catechumenal preparation and culminated in the celebration of the sacraments of Christian initiation. 
 
1231 Where infant Baptism has become the form in which this sacrament is usually celebrated, it has 
become a single act encapsulating the preparatory stages of Christian initiation in a very abridged way. 
By its very nature infant Baptism requires a post-baptismal catechumenate. Not only is there a need for 
instruction after Baptism, but also for the necessary flowering of baptismal grace in personal growth. The 
catechism has its proper place here. 
 
1232 The second Vatican Council restored for the Latin Church "the catechumenate for adults, 
comprising several distinct steps."34 The rites for these stages are to be found in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA).35 The Council also gives permission that: "In mission countries, in addition to 
what is furnished by the Christian tradition, those elements of initiation rites may be admitted which are 
already in use among some peoples insofar as they can be adapted to the Christian ritual."36 
 
1233 Today in all the rites, Latin and Eastern, the Christian initiation of adults begins with their entry into 
the catechumenate and reaches its culmination in a single celebration of the three sacraments of 
initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist.37 In the Eastern rites the Christian initiation of infants 
also begins with Baptism followed immediately by Confirmation and the Eucharist, while in the Roman rite 
it is followed by years of catechesis before being completed later by Confirmation and the Eucharist, the 
summit of their Christian initiation.38 
 
The mystagogy of the celebration 
 
1234 The meaning and grace of the sacrament of Baptism are clearly seen in the rites of its celebration. 
By following the gestures and words of this celebration with attentive participation, the faithful are initiated 
into the riches this sacrament signifies and actually brings about in each newly baptized person. 
 
1235 The sign of the cross, on the threshold of the celebration, marks with the imprint of Christ the one 
who is going to belong to him and signifies the grace of the redemption Christ won for us by his cross. 
 
1236 The proclamation of the Word of God enlightens the candidates and the assembly with the revealed 
truth and elicits the response of faith, which is inseparable from Baptism. Indeed Baptism is "the 
sacrament of faith" in a particular way, since it is the sacramental entry into the life of faith. 
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1237 Since Baptism signifies liberation from sin and from its instigator the devil, one or more exorcisms 
are pronounced over the candidate. The celebrant then anoints him with the oil of catechumens, or lays 
his hands on him, and he explicitly renounces Satan. Thus prepared, he is able to confess the faith of the 
Church, to which he will be "entrusted" by Baptism.39 
 
1238 The baptismal water is consecrated by a prayer of epiclesis (either at this moment or at the Easter 
Vigil). The Church asks God that through his Son the power of the Holy Spirit may be sent upon the 
water, so that those who will be baptized in it may be "born of water and the Spirit."40 
 
1239 The essential rite of the sacrament follows: Baptism properly speaking. It signifies and actually 
brings about death to sin and entry into the life of the Most Holy Trinity through configuration to the 
Paschal mystery of Christ. Baptism is performed in the most expressive way by triple immersion in the 
baptismal water. However, from ancient times it has also been able to be conferred by pouring the water 
three times over the candidate's head. 
 
1240 In the Latin Church this triple infusion is accompanied by the minister's words: "N., I baptize you in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." In the Eastern liturgies the catechumen 
turns toward the East and the priest says: "The servant of God, N., is baptized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." At the invocation of each person of the Most Holy Trinity, the priest 
immerses the candidate in the water and raises him up again. 
 
1241 The anointing with sacred chrism, perfumed oil consecrated by the bishop, signifies the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to the newly baptized, who has become a Christian, that is, one "anointed" by the Holy Spirit, 
incorporated into Christ who is anointed priest, prophet, and king.41 
 
1242 In the liturgy of the Eastern Churches, the post-baptismal anointing is the sacrament of Chrismation 
(Confirmation). In the Roman liturgy the post- baptismal anointing announces a second anointing with 
sacred chrism to be conferred later by the bishop Confirmation, which will as it were "confirm" and 
complete the baptismal anointing. 
 
1243 The white garment symbolizes that the person baptized has "put on Christ,"42 has risen with Christ. 
The candle, lit from the Easter candle, signifies that Christ has enlightened the neophyte. In him the 
baptized are "the light of the world."43 
 
The newly baptized is now, in the only Son, a child of God entitled to say the prayer of the children of 
God: "Our Father." 
 
1244 First Holy Communion. Having become a child of God clothed with the wedding garment, the 
neophyte is admitted "to the marriage supper of the Lamb"44 and receives the food of the new life, the 
body and blood of Christ. The Eastern Churches maintain a lively awareness of the unity of Christian 
initiation by giving Holy Communion to all the newly baptized and confirmed, even little children, recalling 
the Lord's words: "Let the children come to me, do not hinder them."45 The Latin Church, which reserves 
admission to Holy Communion to those who have attained the age of reason, expresses the orientation of 
Baptism to the Eucharist by having the newly baptized child brought to the altar for the praying of the Our 
Father. 
 
1245 The solemn blessing concludes the celebration of Baptism. At the Baptism of newborns the blessing 
of the mother occupies a special place. 
 
IV. WHO CAN RECEIVE BAPTISM? 
 
1246 "Every person not yet baptized and only such a person is able to be baptized."46 
 
The Baptism of adults 
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1247 Since the beginning of the Church, adult Baptism is the common practice where the proclamation of 
the Gospel is still new. The catechumenate (preparation for Baptism) therefore occupies an important 
place. This initiation into Christian faith and life should dispose the catechumen to receive the gift of God 
in Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist. 
 
1248 The catechumenate, or formation of catechumens, aims at bringing their conversion and faith to 
maturity, in response to the divine initiative and in union with an ecclesial community. The catechumenate 
is to be "a formation in the whole Christian life . . . during which the disciples will be joined to Christ their 
teacher. The catechumens should be properly initiated into the mystery of salvation and the practice of 
the evangelical virtues, and they should be introduced into the life of faith, liturgy, and charity of the 
People of God by successive sacred rites."47 
 
1249 Catechumens "are already joined to the Church, they are already of the household of Christ, and 
are quite frequently already living a life of faith, hope, and charity."48 "With love and solicitude mother 
Church already embraces them as her own."49 
 
The Baptism of infants 
 
1250 Born with a fallen human nature and tainted by original sin, children also have need of the new birth 
in Baptism to be freed from the power of darkness and brought into the realm of the freedom of the 
children of God, to which all men are called.50 The sheer gratuitousness of the grace of salvation is 
particularly manifest in infant Baptism. The Church and the parents would deny a child the priceless grace 
of becoming a child of God were they not to confer Baptism shortly after birth.51 
 
1251 Christian parents will recognize that this practice also accords with their role as nurturers of the life 
that God has entrusted to them.52 
 
1252 The practice of infant Baptism is an immemorial tradition of the Church. There is explicit testimony 
to this practice from the second century on, and it is quite possible that, from the beginning of the 
apostolic preaching, when whole "households" received baptism, infants may also have been baptized.53 
 
Faith and Baptism 
 
1253 Baptism is the sacrament of faith.54 But faith needs the community of believers. It is only within the 
faith of the Church that each of the faithful can believe. The faith required for Baptism is not a perfect and 
mature faith, but a beginning that is called to develop. The catechumen or the godparent is asked: "What 
do you ask of God's Church?" The response is: "Faith!" 
 
1254 For all the baptized, children or adults, faith must grow after Baptism. For this reason the Church 
celebrates each year at the Easter Vigil the renewal of baptismal promises. Preparation for Baptism leads 
only to the threshold of new life. Baptism is the source of that new life in Christ from which the entire 
Christian life springs forth. 
 
1255 For the grace of Baptism to unfold, the parents' help is important. So too is the role of the godfather 
and godmother, who must be firm believers, able and ready to help the newly baptized - child or adult on 
the road of Christian life.55 Their task is a truly ecclesial function (officium).56 The whole ecclesial 
community bears some responsibility for the development and safeguarding of the grace given at 
Baptism. 
 
V. WHO CAN BAPTIZE? 
 
1256 The ordinary ministers of Baptism are the bishop and priest and, in the Latin Church, also the 
deacon.57 In case of necessity, anyone, even a non-baptized person, with the required intention, can 
baptize58 , by using the Trinitarian baptismal formula. The intention required is to will to do what the 
Church does when she baptizes. The Church finds the reason for this possibility in the universal saving 
will of God and the necessity of Baptism for salvation.59 
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VI. THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM 
 
1257 The Lord himself affirms that Baptism is necessary for salvation.60 He also commands his disciples 
to proclaim the Gospel to all nations and to baptize them.61 Baptism is necessary for salvation for those 
to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of asking for this 
sacrament.62 The Church does not know of any means other than Baptism that assures entry into eternal 
beatitude; this is why she takes care not to neglect the mission she has received from the Lord to see that 
all who can be baptized are "reborn of water and the Spirit." God has bound salvation to the sacrament of 
Baptism, but he himself is not bound by his sacraments. 
 
1258 The Church has always held the firm conviction that those who suffer death for the sake of the faith 
without having received Baptism are baptized by their death for and with Christ. This Baptism of blood, 
like the desire for Baptism, brings about the fruits of Baptism without being a sacrament. 
 
1259 For catechumens who die before their Baptism, their explicit desire to receive it, together with 
repentance for their sins, and charity, assures them the salvation that they were not able to receive 
through the sacrament. 
 
1260 "Since Christ died for all, and since all men are in fact called to one and the same destiny, which is 
divine, we must hold that the Holy Spirit offers to all the possibility of being made partakers, in a way 
known to God, of the Paschal mystery."63 Every man who is ignorant of the Gospel of Christ and of his 
Church, but seeks the truth and does the will of God in accordance with his understanding of it, can be 
saved. It may be supposed that such persons would have desired Baptism explicitly if they had known its 
necessity. 
 
1261 As regards children who have died without Baptism, the Church can only entrust them to the mercy 
of God, as she does in her funeral rites for them. Indeed, the great mercy of God who desires that all men 
should be saved, and Jesus' tenderness toward children which caused him to say: "Let the children come 
to me, do not hinder them,"64 allow us to hope that there is a way of salvation for children who have died 
without Baptism. All the more urgent is the Church's call not to prevent little children coming to Christ 
through the gift of holy Baptism. 
 
VII. THE GRACE OF BAPTISM 
 
1262 The different effects of Baptism are signified by the perceptible elements of the sacramental rite. 
Immersion in water symbolizes not only death and purification, but also regeneration and renewal. Thus 
the two principal effects are purification from sins and new birth in the Holy Spirit.65 
 
For the forgiveness of sins . . . 
 
1263 By Baptism all sins are forgiven, original sin and all personal sins, as well as all punishment for 
sin.66 In those who have been reborn nothing remains that would impede their entry into the Kingdom of 
God, neither Adam's sin, nor personal sin, nor the consequences of sin, the gravest of which is separation 
from God. 
 
1264 Yet certain temporal consequences of sin remain in the baptized, such as suffering, illness, death, 
and such frailties inherent in life as weaknesses of character, and so on, as well as an inclination to sin 
that Tradition calls concupiscence, or metaphorically, "the tinder for sin" (fomes peccati); since 
concupiscence "is left for us to wrestle with, it cannot harm those who do not consent but manfully resist it 
by the grace of Jesus Christ."67 Indeed, "an athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the 
rules."68 
 
"A new creature" 
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1265 Baptism not only purifies from all sins, but also makes the neophyte "a new creature," an adopted 
son of God, who has become a "partaker of the divine nature,"69 member of Christ and co-heir with 
him,70 and a temple of the Holy Spirit.71 
 
1266 The Most Holy Trinity gives the baptized sanctifying grace, the grace of justification:  
- enabling them to believe in God, to hope in him, and to love him through the theological virtues;  
- giving them the power to live and act under the prompting of the Holy Spirit through the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit;  
- allowing them to grow in goodness through the moral virtues.  
Thus the whole organism of the Christian's supernatural life has its roots in Baptism. 
 
Incorporated into the Church, the Body of Christ 
 
1267 Baptism makes us members of the Body of Christ: "Therefore . . . we are members one of 
another."72 Baptism incorporates us into the Church. From the baptismal fonts is born the one People of 
God of the New Covenant, which transcends all the natural or human limits of nations, cultures, races, 
and sexes: "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body."73 
 
1268 The baptized have become "living stones" to be "built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood."74 By Baptism they share in the priesthood of Christ, in his prophetic and royal mission. They 
are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that [they] may declare the 
wonderful deeds of him who called [them] out of darkness into his marvelous light."75 Baptism gives a 
share in the common priesthood of all believers. 
 
1269 Having become a member of the Church, the person baptized belongs no longer to himself, but to 
him who died and rose for us.76 From now on, he is called to be subject to others, to serve them in the 
communion of the Church, and to "obey and submit" to the Church's leaders,77 holding them in respect 
and affection.78 Just as Baptism is the source of responsibilities and duties, the baptized person also 
enjoys rights within the Church: to receive the sacraments, to be nourished with the Word of God and to 
be sustained by the other spiritual helps of the Church.79 
 
1270 "Reborn as sons of God, [the baptized] must profess before men the faith they have received from 
God through the Church" and participate in the apostolic and missionary activity of the People of God.80 
 
The sacramental bond of the unity of Christians 
 
1271 Baptism constitutes the foundation of communion among all Christians, including those who are not 
yet in full communion with the Catholic Church: "For men who believe in Christ and have been properly 
baptized are put in some, though imperfect, communion with the Catholic Church. Justified by faith in 
Baptism, [they] are incorporated into Christ; they therefore have a right to be called Christians, and with 
good reason are accepted as brothers by the children of the Catholic Church."81 "Baptism therefore 
constitutes the sacramental bond of unity existing among all who through it are reborn."82 
 
An indelible spiritual mark . . . 
 
1272 Incorporated into Christ by Baptism, the person baptized is configured to Christ. Baptism seals the 
Christian with the indelible spiritual mark (character) of his belonging to Christ. No sin can erase this 
mark, even if sin prevents Baptism from bearing the fruits of salvation.83 Given once for all, Baptism 
cannot be repeated. 
 
1273 Incorporated into the Church by Baptism, the faithful have received the sacramental character that 
consecrates them for Christian religious worship.84 The baptismal seal enables and commits Christians 
to serve God by a vital participation in the holy liturgy of the Church and to exercise their baptismal 
priesthood by the witness of holy lives and practical charity.85 
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1274 The Holy Spirit has marked us with the seal of the Lord ("Dominicus character") "for the day of 
redemption."86 "Baptism indeed is the seal of eternal life."87 The faithful Christian who has "kept the 
seal" until the end, remaining faithful to the demands of his Baptism, will be able to depart this life 
"marked with the sign of faith,"88 with his baptismal faith, in expectation of the blessed vision of God - the 
consummation of faith - and in the hope of resurrection. 
 
IN BRIEF 
 
1275 Christian initiation is accomplished by three sacraments together: Baptism which is the beginning of 
new life; Confirmation which is its strengthening; and the Eucharist which nourishes the disciple with 
Christ's Body and Blood for his transformation in Christ. 
 
1276 "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you" (Mt 28:19-20). 
 
1277 Baptism is birth into the new life in Christ. In accordance with the Lord's will, it is necessary for 
salvation, as is the Church herself, which we enter by Baptism. 
 
1278 The essential rite of Baptism consists in immersing the candidate in water or pouring water on his 
head, while pronouncing the invocation of the Most Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
1279 The fruit of Baptism, or baptismal grace, is a rich reality that includes forgiveness of original sin and 
all personal sins, birth into the new life by which man becomes an adoptive son of the Father, a member 
of Christ and a temple of the Holy Spirit. By this very fact the person baptized is incorporated into the 
Church, the Body of Christ, and made a sharer in the priesthood of Christ. 
 
1280 Baptism imprints on the soul an indelible spiritual sign, the character, which consecrates the 
baptized person for Christian worship. Because of the character Baptism cannot be repeated (cf. DS 
1609 and DS 1624). 
 
1281 Those who die for the faith, those who are catechumens, and all those who, without knowing of the 
Church but acting under the inspiration of grace, seek God sincerely and strive to fulfill his will, can be 
saved even if they have not been baptized (cf. LG 16). 
 
1282 Since the earliest times, Baptism has been administered to children, for it is a grace and a gift of 
God that does not presuppose any human merit; children are baptized in the faith of the Church. Entry 
into Christian life gives access to true freedom. 
 
1283 With respect to children who have died without Baptism, the liturgy of the Church invites us to trust 
in God's mercy and to pray for their salvation. 
 
1284 In case of necessity, any person can baptize provided that he have the intention of doing that which 
the Church does and provided that he pours water on the candidate's head while saying: "I baptize you in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." 
4 Cf. Council Of Florence: DS 1314: vitae 
spiritualis ianua. 
5 Roman Catechism II,2,5; Cf. Council Of 
Florence: DS 1314; CIC, cann. 204 § 1; 849; 
CCEO, can. 675 § 1. 
6 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15; Cf. Rom 6:34; Col 2:12. 
7 Titus 3:5; Jn 3:5. 
8 St. Justin, Apol. 1,61,12:PG 6,421. 
9 Jn 1:9; 1 Thess 5:5; Heb 10:32; Eph 5:8. 
10 St. Gregory Of Nazianzus, Oratio 40,3-4:PG 
36,361C. 

11 Roman Missal, Easter Vigil 42: Blessing of 
Water. 
12 Cf. Gen 1:2. 
13 Roman Missal, Easter Vigil 42: Blessing of 
Water. 
14 1 Pet 3:20. 
15 Roman Missal, Easter Vigil 42: Blessing of 
Water. 
16 Roman Missal, Easter Vigil 42: Blessing of 
Water: "Abrahae filios per mare Rubrum sicco 
vestigio transire fecisti, ut plebs, a Pharaonis 
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servitute liberata, populum baptizatorum 
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BACKGROUND ON BAPTISM 
 
Baptism34, a sacrament of admission to Christianity. The forms and rituals of the various Christian 
churches vary, but baptism almost invariably involves the use of water and the Trinitarian invocation, “I 
baptize you: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” The candidate may be 
wholly or partly immersed in water, the water may be poured over the head, or a few drops may be 
sprinkled or placed on the head. 
 
Ritual immersion has traditionally played an important part in Judaism, as a symbol of purification (in the 
mikvah, a postmenstrual or ritual bath used by women) or as a symbol of consecration (in rituals of 
conversion, accompanied by special prayers). It was particularly significant in the rites of the Essenes. 
According to the Gospels, John the Baptist baptized Jesus. Although there is no actual account of the 
institution of baptism by Jesus, the Gospel According to Matthew portrays the risen Christ issuing the 
“Great Commission” to his followers: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you” (Matthew 28:19–20). Elsewhere in the New Testament, however, this formula is not 
used. Some scholars thus doubt the accuracy of the quotation in Matthew and suggest that it reflects a 
tradition formed by a merging of the idea of spiritual baptism (as in Acts 1:5), early baptismal rites (as in 
Acts 8:16), and reports of Pentecostalism after such rites (as in Acts 19:5–6). 
 
Baptism occupied a place of great importance in the Christian community of the 1st century, but Christian 
scholars disagree over whether it was to be regarded as essential to the new birth and to membership in 
the kingdom of God or to be regarded only as an external sign or symbol of inner regeneration. The 
Apostle Paul likened baptismal immersion to personal sharing in the death, burial, and Resurrection of 
Christ (Romans 6:3–4). Although the conclusion has repeatedly been drawn from the book of Acts that a 
baptism in Christ’s name was current at some places during the 1st century, by the 2nd century the 
irreducible minimum for a valid baptism appears to have been the use of water and the invocation of the 
Trinity. Usually the candidate was immersed three times, but there are references to pouring as well. 
 
Baptize, Baptism35 
The Greek root-word baptizein [baptivzw] means to plunge, immerse, sink; hence to wash; to be 
immersed, overwhelmed (in trouble). From Jewish rules of purification concerning ritual uncleanness the 
word gained a technical religious connotation implying "purification" from all that might exclude from 
God's presence. 
 
When, at the diaspora, numerous Gentiles sought admission to Israel, the required public repentance and 
acceptance of Mosaic Law was accompanied by immersion in water, symbolizing and effecting religious, 
moral, and ritual cleansing from the defilements of paganism. Ancient Jewish discussions (echoed in 1 
Cor 10:2 ) support a pre-Christian date for this proselyte baptism. This is why John's baptism needed no 
explanation, though his authority to perform it was challenged and his demand for purification of "children 
of Abraham" gave deep offense ( Matt 3:7-9 ; John 1:19-24 ). 
 
John(Bap)'s practice added to proselyte baptism a still stronger emphasis on repentance, a firm 
background of moral teaching ( Luke 3:3 Luke 3:10-14 Luke 3:33 ), and initiation into a community 
("John's disciples") preparing for Messiah's advent ( Luke 3:16-17 ). 
 
The rite gained yet deeper meanings and greater authority from Jesus' example and experience. Why 
Jesus, being sinless, received a "baptism of repentance" is debatable. Some think Jesus was already 
aware of his role as Servant-Messiah, "numbered with the transgressors" ( Isa 53:12 ). But Mark 1:10-11 
shows that assurance was finally given to him, in words from Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1, when he came 
up out of the water. Since Jesus held John's movement and practice to be "from heaven, " to identify 
himself with it was an act of "righteousness" which it was "fitting" to fulfill ( Matt 3:15 ; 21:25 ). 

 
34 Source: Britannica 
35 Source: https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/baptize-baptism/ 
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With assurance of Jesus' sonship came the enduement of the Holy Spirit for his task. Jesus never 
returned to the secluded life of Nazareth, but was "driven" by the Spirit into the wilderness, where his 
sonship was tested ( Matthew 4:3 Matthew 4:6 ) and his messianic work was prepared for. 
 
The earlier Gospels do not record that Jesus himself baptized. Peter's invitation at Pentecost, Luke's 
record (in Acts) of fifteen baptisms, and the teaching of Paul, Peter, and John leave no doubt, however, 
that the first disciples believed that baptism possessed Christ's authority, as Matthew declares (28:19-20). 
 
Luke's account of apostolic baptism assumes the rite's original association with repentance and remission 
( Acts 2:38 ), with washing away sin ( 22:16 ), and with admission to the religious community. But his 
emphasis falls on baptism's new features. Though the gospel era dates from the baptism John preached ( 
1:22 ; 10:37 ), Christian baptism, as conferring the Holy Spirit, is contrasted with John's (attributed to John 
in each Gospel, to Jesus at Acts 1:5 ; 11:16 ). This is emphasized at 18:25 and 19:1-7, and leads to 
rebaptism with water and the (exceptional) laying on of hands, before the Spirit is conferred. On the other 
hand, that Cornelius and his friends have received the Spirit becomes Peter's justification for their 
subsequent baptism ( 10:47 ; 11:17 ; cf. 8:14-17 ). No formal pattern of initiation is yet evident: Order 
varies with circumstances and preparation. But the association of water baptism with Spirit possession 
gave rise to the curious phrase "baptism in/with Holy Spirit" ( Mark 1:8 ; Acts 1:5 ). 
 
In nine instances Luke represents baptism as the expected response to hearing and receiving the gospel. 
In four of these, kinsmen, close friends, or a household hear and respond; at 16:14-15 and 18:8 it is not 
stated that the household believed. 
 
This response was to the gospel of Jesus, Son of God and Savior, who was crucified, rose again, forgives 
sins, bestows the Spirit, and will come again as Judge, all summarized succinctly but clearly in baptism in 
or into the name of Jesus as Christ, Lord, Son of God ( 8:37 ). "In the name" implied Jesus' authority for 
the rite; "into the name" (8:16; 19:5) indicated passing into Jesus' ownership, as one "redeemed." James 
2:7 suggests an invocation of Jesus (to be present?); elsewhere, the irrevocable public confession of 
Christ as Lord ( Rom 10:9-13 ; 14:9 ; Php 2:11 ) marks the decisive commitment of the baptized to all the 
privileges and obligations of Christian life. Such baptismal confession became the germ of later creeds; 
the trinitarian formulation in Matthew 28:18-20 may well represent an early stage in credal development. 
 
Reflection on the church's practice enriched further the theological and ethical significance of baptism, 
without varying its conditions or abandoning its original meaning. 
 
Thus Paul, baptized within three days of his dramatic conversion, was evidently familiar with the need, 
despite the Pharisees' hostility toward it ( John 1:24-25 ). He gives it surprising prominence among 
essentials that unite the church ( Eph 4:4 ; the Eucharist is not included ). He administered, or authorized, 
baptism throughout his missions, yet would not boast of baptizing anyone and resented baptism being 
made a badge of partisanship ( 1 Co 1:13-17 ). And he assumes that baptism is understood in churches 
he had not visited (Rome, Colossae). 
 
So, too, Paul assumes the original method of immersion ( Rom 6 ) and the accompanying confession of 
Christ's lordship ( Rom 10:9-13 ), which in 1 Corinthians 1:12-13, 6:19-20, and Galatians 3:29, 5:24 
clearly implies belonging to Christ. But he adds the idea of being "sealed" with the purchaser's mark, as 
property awaiting collection ( Rom 8:23 ; 2 Cor 1:22 ; Eph 4:30 ). This "good confession" ( 1 Tim 6:12 ) 
made at baptism responds to Paul's gospel of a suffering and risen Lord, presented through the gracious 
initiative of God and offered to faith, trust, and obedience. Paul insists that none are saved by their own 
good works, not even by the good work of baptism, but only by faith in Christ ( Rom 3:20 ; 4:4-5 ; 
Galatians 3:2 Galatians 3:11 ; Eph 2:8 ). 
 
Paul retained, too, the original interpretation of baptism as entrance to the religious community: "We were 
all baptized into one body" ( 1 Cor 12:13 ). Some think that Paul means this by the phrase "baptized into 
Christ" ( Ga 3:27 ). They understand his description of the Christian as "in Christ" as an ecclesiological 
formula — the believer is baptized into "the whole Christ, " of which the risen Lord is head and the church 
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is the body. Others interpret "in Christ" as a more individual, mystical relationship. Doubtless Paul would 
affirm that a true baptism introduced the convert to both privileges. 
 
Again, Paul continues to emphasize the connection of baptism with enduement by the Spirit. It is "by the 
Spirit" that the baptized is initiated into the church, made to drink of one Spirit, and sealed for ultimate 
redemption. Paul regularly refers to the believer's reception of the Spirit in a tense signifying a certain 
point in time ("baptismal aorists"), speaks of baptism as being "washed in the Spirit" ( 1 Cor 6:11 ), and so 
can assume that everyone baptized "has" the Spirit ( Rom 8:9 ). Yet he nowhere argues this, as by 
recalling Jesus' baptismal enduement; he takes reception of the Spirit in baptism for granted and life 
under the rule of the Spirit as the norm of Christian experience ( Rom 8:2-5 ). Even so, the Spirit given at 
baptism is but an earnest, a down payment, guaranteeing immeasurable future blessings ( 2 Cor 1:22 ; 
5:5 ). 
 
Paul retains also the earliest interpretation of baptism as a washing away of sin, a "washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit" as tit 3:5 describes it, a cleansing of the bride-church "by the washing of water 
with the Word" ( 1 Cor 6:11 ; Eph 5:26 ). The precise relation of water, Word, and Spirit in this cleansing 
experience is not defined; they are concomitant elements in a rite mediating to penitent hearts the divine 
remission. 
 
The implied total change of attitude and relationship could be expressed metaphorically in two ways. The 
disrobing and rerobing metaphor of Colossians 3:8-14 (and six parallels) echoes the catechetical 
instruction already familiar to the first readers, and alludes directly to physical arrangements for baptismal 
"bathing." The second metaphor relates to circumcision, another "cleansing" required of Jewish 
proselytes, sometimes explained as "a putting off of the flesh." Paul assures the Gentile converts at 
Colossae that they do not need Jewish circumcision, as certain Judaists were insisting: "In [Christ] you 
were also circumcised in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of 
men but with the circumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism" ( Col 2:11-12 ). 
That is Paul's only reference to baptism's accomplishing what circumcision portrayed. He turns from it at 
once to describe the change that baptism signifies in the language he prefers: "buried with him in baptism 
raised with him through faith in the power of God." 
 
This conception of the baptismal pool as a grave in which the pre-Christian self and its ways are buried 
once and for all and from which a new self-rises to a new quality of living appears to be Paul's own. It 
looks back to one of Jesus' metaphors for repentance, self-crucifixion ( Mark 8:34 ; Gal 2:20 ; 6:14 ), and 
recognizes in baptism the moment when the convert does indeed, publicly, take up his or her cross, dying 
with Christ to self, to sin, and to the world, and rising with him to a life constantly renewed by his 
resurrection power ( Rom 6:1-11 ). 
 
Such a death and resurrection with Christ is implied in accepting the gospel. In Romans, Paul repudiates 
the suggestion that if man is justified by faith alone, he may go on sinning so long as he goes on 
exercising faith. Paul replies that one cannot consistently accept Christ's death for one's sins and act as 
though sin did not matter. The repentant faith that grasps salvation commits the believer, inescapably, to 
a faith-union with Christ in which he or she dies with Christ to sin and rises with Christ to sin-renouncing 
life. This baptism expresses, illustrates, and finalizes. 
 
Paul certainly means that, given repentance and faith, the act of baptism (which can never be undone) 
accomplishes all it represents commitment to the Lord's possession, admission to the church, enduement 
with the Spirit, remission and repudiation of sin. But Paul is equally clear that what is declared in baptism 
must be sustained thereafter. The baptized must obey their newfound Lord, be loyal to the church they 
join ( Php 2:1-4 ), walk in the Spirit and bear the Spirit's fruit ( Ga 5:16-25 ), count themselves dead to sin, 
not letting sin reign ( Rom 6:11-12 ; 8:5-8 ; Col 3:5-6 ). The baptized will rejoice greatly in what has 
happened, and maintain their baptismal attitude for the remainder of their lives, repenting deeply for every 
failure to do so. 
 
Many scholars are persuaded that the basis of 1 Peter was a sermon to the newly baptized. Certainly the 
message is appropriately addressed for this purpose ( 1 Peter 1:14 1 Peter 1:23 ; 1 Peter 2:2-3 1 Peter 



Slow Religion 
Foundations of Faith: Baptism 

The Foundations of Faith: Baptism 
Joe Jennings Page 46 2/2/21 

2:10 1 Peter 2:25 ), with suitable admonition to existing and incoming church members ( 5:1-5 ). It has 
much to say about the gospel, faith, new birth, purification, putting aside the flesh, the Spirit, admission to 
the community, reverencing Christ as Lord echoing much of the baptismal thinking already noticed. 
 
Peter's new contribution ( 3:21-22 ) raises innumerable questions. The strong declaration "baptism that 
now saves you" recalls Mark 16:16 as well as Peter's "command" to baptize ( Acts 10:48 ). But the 
precise meaning needs care. It is as an appeal for a "clear conscience, " and through the triumphant 
resurrection and ascension of Christ above all "authorities, " that baptism achieves this “salvation." 
 
The readers' situation is outlined in 3:13-17, 4:1-5, where again "a clear conscience" is urged and 
explained. The threat of persecution recurs in 4:12-19, and again is to be met by good social behavior. 
Against this background, baptism is no merely physical washing (as in Judaist, Essene, or pagan circles), 
but "the pledge of a good conscience towards God" and threatening civic authorities, ensuring innocent 
social conduct. This will not guarantee safety, as Christ's suffering shows ( 3:18 ); Christians must still 
arm themselves to suffer unjustly. But as he triumphed so can they, in his power and protection. 
 
This unexpected exhortation is not unsupported. At Pentecost Peter had urged his hearers to save 
themselves by baptism from "this crooked generation." The Baptist had called his hearers to a baptism of 
repentance as the way of escape from a world under judgment. Now Peter cites Noah and his pitiful 
minority amid another evil generation; only eight souls saved by the flood from God's judgment upon that 
sinful age. In such far-ranging thoughts Peter extends the meaning of baptism to include a promise of 
social responsibility, and assured support and protection, now, in face of evils that threaten new converts, 
and ultimate victory. The baptized have enlisted in the eternal warfare of good and evil, but their Lord has 
already overcome. 
 
So much has been made of John's "sacramentalism" that it is imperative to emphasize that for him, too, 
salvation comes through "believing" (over fifty times in John, 1 John) in the historic Christ (stressed fifteen 
times), "sent" by the loving initiative of God (over fifty references) to those chosen. The operation of the 
Spirit in baptism, and the implied entrance to the Christian community, are as clear in John as in the 
earlier sources ( John 3:5-6 ; 17 ). 
 
But John does insist rather more strongly on the necessity of baptism ( John 3:5 ; 13:8-9 ), on Christ's 
authorizing baptism ( John 3:22 John 3:26 ; 4:1-2 ), and on the superiority of Christian baptism to that of 
the Baptist ( John 1:26-33 ; 3:25-30 ). By omitting any description of Jesus' baptism, John plays down any 
"memorial" or imitative baptism, in order to stress that in baptism it is the believer's experience that 
matters. 
 
Without a new birth of water and Spirit, none can see or enter the kingdom or attain a spiritual nature. The 
healing of blindness by washing at Christ's command ( John 9:11 ) led the church later to call baptism 
"the enlightenment." John 19:34, so solemnly underlined, suggests that one purpose of Christ's death 
was precisely to provide the sacramental water and blood by which Christian experience would be 
transmitted and nourished. First John 5:6-12 is the converse: The continuing witness of the Spirit and the 
sacraments in the ongoing experience of the church testify (against Gnostic denials) that Christ did come 
in the flesh, and die, that we might live. 
 
By the time John wrote, Christian baptism was long established and its spiritual significance and power 
fully understood. But there is no tension between John's sacramentalism and faith as the means of 
initiating Christian life. The sacrament is a faith-sacrament, rooted in history, and conveying what it 
represents not by magic but by divine action in believing and receptive hearts. 
 
Christian baptism thus preserves the covenantal basis of biblical thought: God first offers in grace, human 
beings then respond in gratitude, deserving nothing. In the gospel, God offers through Christ forgiveness, 
life, the Spirit: the baptismal response, hallowed by Christ, expresses faith in the dying and rising Savior-
Lord, and registers the resolve to die to former sinfulness and rise to new life. God does not ignore such 
aspiration: He fulfills for the believing heart all the promises of the gospel it is ready to receive. 
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R. E. O. White 
 
See also Baptism of Fire; Baptism of the Holy Spirit; Holy Spirit, Gifts of. 
 
Bibliography. K. Barth, Teaching of the Church regarding Baptism; O. Cullmann, Baptism in the New 
Testament; G. R. Beasley-Murray, Baptism in the New Testament; M. B. Green, Baptism; P. Ch. Marcel, 
The Biblical Doctrine of Infant Baptism; R. E. O. White, The Biblical Doctrine of Initiation. 
 
Baptism: Through Thick and Thin , Kevin Brown36 
White defines five "chief New Testament metaphors" that are witnessed to by the Scriptures in reference 
to baptism (or what he more generally refers to as "Christian Initiation"). These are the themes of union 
with Jesus Christ, incorporation into the church, new birth, forgiveness of sin, and reception of the Holy 
Spirit (White, 1980).  
 
Certainly there can be no doubt that Paul considers union with Christ to be a main effect of baptism, as is 
shown in Romans 6: "We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life" (Rom 6:4). 
Baptism joins us to Christ both in his resurrection and in his death, a point that is often overlooked when 
we view baptism merely as the culmination of our Christian education. 
 
The idea of incorporation into community is a strong one as well. Baptism is the church's initiation rite, 
and the way by which the church grew and added to its membership in the days of the apostles. The 
ideas of union with Christ and incorporation into the community are closely tied together, as Clarks note in 
his observation about how the union with Christ happens: "How is this union with Christ accomplished; 
how does baptism effect it? The answer is given in terms of initiation into the Church. Baptism 
accomplishes union with Christ because it gives entry into the Church which is his resurrection body. Into 
that body the baptized are incorporated as 'members'" (Clark, 1956). 
 
Certainly when we speak of new birth we often think of Jesus' statement to Nicodemus that "no one can 
see the kingdom of God unless he is born from above" (John 3:3). But Paul also speaks of our rebirth 
when he says that "If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation" (II Cor. 5:17). Baptism initiates us into a 
new life, even here in this world, and one which would not be possible for us without this gift of God. 
 
Consulting Acts again shows us that the early church placed a high value on the forgiveness of sins in 
baptism at well, where we see Peter's instructions to "repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins" (Acts 2:38). The link between baptism and 
forgiveness is seen even earlier in the New Testament, as Mark relates that John the Baptist "came, 
baptizing in the desert region and preaching baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins" (Mark 1:4). 
 
Though there is some dispute within the New Testament as to when the Holy Spirit is received 
(immediately at baptism, preceding baptism, or following baptism), one thing is clear, that beginning with 
Jesus' own baptism, the two are always tied together. And it is that Holy Spirit, by which "we were all 
baptized into one body" (I Cor. 12:13), that marks the community of the faithful. 
 
These themes give as a more complete picture of what baptism really is, in which "God delivers us from 
the forces of evil, puts our sinful self to death, gives us new birth, adopts us as children, and makes us 
members of the body of Christ" (ELCA, 1997). Though baptism does incorporate salvation and Christian 
instruction, it is not limited to those two events, and a deeper understanding of the other processes 
involved will enable us to be truer to this gift that God has given us. Even with these themes in mind, we 
must remember that it is God who acts through baptism. It is God who joins us to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, who grafts us into the vine of the church, who washes away our sins, who grants us 
rebirth and the gift of the Holy Spirit. This is what it means for baptism to be a means of grace. 
 

 
36 Source: https://orthodox-web.tripod.com/papers/baptism.html 
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