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ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH 
Everyone’s welcome. Nobody’s perfect. Anything’s possible.  

 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11, 2021    8:15 am  
 

Happy Easter! The season of Eastertide lasts for 50 days, culminating in the Day of Pentecost. 
As a people who live in the hope of the resurrection, we ever trust in God’s good grace to bring 

healing, reconciliation, forgiveness, and new life! 
 

 

Opening Hymn 208, st. 1-4       Alleluia! The strife is o'er             VICTORY  
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

1. The strife is o'er, the battle done, 

the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. 

Alleluia! 

 

2. The powers of death have done their worst, 

but Christ their legions hath dispersed: 

let shout of holy joy outburst. 

Alleluia! 

 

3. The three sad days are quickly sped, 

he rises glorious from the dead: 

all glory to our risen Head! 

Alleluia! 

 

4. He closed the yawning gates of hell, 

the bars from heaven's high portals fell; 

let hymns of praise his triumphs tell! 

Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Opening Welcome  
Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
People The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.      People   And also with you.      Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of 
Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Sequence                Celtic Alleluia         Fintan O’Carroll  

(1922 – 1981) 

Repeat refrain after cantor the first time.  

 
 

 

The Gospel    John 20:19-31 
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the 
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Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to 
him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name. 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Homily 

 

The Prayers 

Celebrant  O God, we are grateful to gather together to praise you this morning. You 
enliven us as we look around and see those whom we love and with whom we walk 
this way of life in your name. With full hearts we offer the joys and sorrows that we 
bring to you this day… 

 
The people add their blessings and petitions. 

 

Celebrant  Bind up these prayers, O God, and consider them in your heart. We pray 
with confidence that you hear and gratitude that you intercede in our lives; in the 
undying hope and glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

The Offertory 

 
       The Holy Communion 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you 

for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 

Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. Bu his death 

he has destroyed death, and by his rising again to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life. 

 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 

and offered himself, in obedience for your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given gave thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wone; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died. Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them + by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new an unending life in him. Sanctify us + also that we 

may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 

peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 

kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 

him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now 

and for ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant  And now as our Savior taught us, we are bold to say: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Invitation 

 

The Prayer After Communion (All say together in unison) 
 
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ., and you have fed us with spiritual 

food and the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 

of heart; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
Celebrant  And now, may the God of all creation, who brought all back again from 
the dead through our Lord Jesus Christ, equip you with all you need for doing God’s 
will in the world. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Eternal Majesty, the Incarnate 
Word, and the Everliving Spirit be with you now and always. Amen. 
  
 

The Sending Forth 
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the Name of Christ, Alleluia, alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia!  

 

 

Hymn 182, alt. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing        TRURO 
 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

Christ is alive! No longer bound 

to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now, 

and touching every place and time. 

 

In every insult, rift and war, 

where color, scorn or wealth divide, 

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

and lives, where even hope has died. 

 

Women and men, in age and youth, 

can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 

and find the way, the life, the truth, 

revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

good news to this and every age, 

till earth and sky and ocean ring 

with joy, with justice, love and praise. 

 

 —Brian Wren (b. 1936)  
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