
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Belvedere 
Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 15, 2022  |  8:00 a.m.

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 323

Canticle: Gloria BCP p. 324

Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.

Celebrant Let us pray.
O Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly 
to know thy Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leadeth to eternal life; through the 
same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Noel Coypel, The Resurrection of Christ, 1700
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The Lessons

First Reading Acts 11. 1 – 18
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised 
men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There 
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by 
its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying 
to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for noth-
ing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice 
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 
This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At 
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction 
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered 
the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and 
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a 
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the 
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 
that I could hinder God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance 
that leads to life.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 148

Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD from the heavens; *
    praise him in the heights.

Praise him, all you angels of his; *
    praise him, all his host.

Praise him, sun and moon; *
    praise him, all you shining stars.

Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
    and you waters above the heavens.

Let them praise the Name of the LORD; *
    for he commanded, and they were created.

He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
    he gave them a law which shall not pass away.

Praise the LORD from the earth, *
    you sea-monsters and all deeps;

Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
    tempestuous wind, doing his will;

Mountains and all hills, *
    fruit trees and all cedars.

Second Reading Revelation 7. 9 – 17
A Reading from the Revelation of John.

	 I	saw	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth;	for	the	first	heaven	and	the	first	earth	had	
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusa-
lem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
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mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for	the	first	things	have	passed	away.”
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 

new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then 
he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Gospel John 13. 31 – 35

Priest The X Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
 At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man 
has	been	glorified,	and	God	has	been	glorified	in	him.	If	God	has	been	glorified	
in	him,	God	will	also	glorify	him	in	himself	and	will	glorify	him	at	once.	Little	
children,	I	am	with	you	only	a	little	longer.	You	will	look	for	me;	and	as	I	said	to	
the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Creed BCP p. 326

The Prayers of the People BCP p. 328
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The Peace BCP p. 332

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

Announcements

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 336

The Breaking of the Bread BCP p. 337

Post-Communion Prayer BCP p. 339
Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 
favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 
heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, 
O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that 
holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk 
in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing

Dismissal BCP p. 340
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Search Committee Prayer

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:
look graciously on your Church, St. Stephens, and 
so guide the minds and hearts of those who shall 

search for a rector for our parish, that we may 
welcome a faithful pastor, who will care for your 

people and guide and support us for our ministries, 
through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Altar Flower Dedication

The flowers at the altar today are 
dedicated by Sue Kwentus to the Glory 

of God and in loving memory of her 
mother, Ruth Kelly, and in celebration 

of her granddaughter Cristal's high 
school graduation. 
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If you would like to make a donation to St Stephen’s for 
our ministry in this community, you can do so by using 

this code (to use the code, scan it with your phone 
camera):

If you would like to keep abreast of all the 
happenings at St Stephen’s, please join our mailing 

list by texting "TIDINGS" to 42828.
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Announcements

• Sunday Forum will take place the second Sunday of each month through the
rest of the year. The forum will follow the 10:00 am service, for 45 minutes in
the upper conference room. Sunday May 8 the agenda is as follows: We will
finish discussing the book, "Love is the Way," by Bishop Michael Curry. Bishop
Michael became famous for giving his heartfelt sermon on that same theme at
the wedding of Harry and Meghan.  We will discuss chapter 7 to the end.  All
are welcome (even if you have not read the book).  The meeting will begin
fifteen minutes into coffee hour, in the upstairs conference room.

• You are invited to participate in a practice of Quiet Prayer for an hour every
Thursday from 8:30-9:30 AM. We will gather on zoom to listen to a reading of
the Gospel, meditate on and share how it speaks to us. Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83156288483. (hyperlink available in Tidings).

• Multiple roles are open to assist in our worship: reading scripture,
administering the Holy Communion, offering the prayers of the people, and
ushering. For more information, contact Diana Long
(dblong@me.com)

• Prayer: Our beautiful sacred space is open during the week for prayer,
Mondays through Wednesdays, 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM. All are welcome.
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Readers 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Intercessor

Altar Team 4

Ushers

Musicians 

Preacher & Celebrant  

Dee Bowman

Cindy Brown, Carol Louie

Chris Brent

Martha Irmer, Captain; Linda Fairchild; Michele 

Larsen, June Campbell

Dee Bowman

The Choir of St Stephen’s Church, Jonathan Dimmock 

The Rev. Robert Gieselmann

 We are grateful for all those serving today at the Altar 

A special thanks to Coffee Connections team 4 today, led by Judith Wilson
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A Guide to St Stephen’s

Office Hours 

Interim Rector 

Minister of Music 

Parish Administrator Financial 

Accounts 

Marketing & Communications 

Professional Caregiver, Nursery 

Assisting Priest 

Assisting Deacon 

Verger 

Sexton 

Special Events 

Artists in Residence 

Monday – Wednesday, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Office (415) 435-4501 | Office@StStephensChurch.org

The Rev. Robert Gieselmann

Jonathan Dimmock | Jonathan@StStephensChurch.org 

Elizabeth Gravely | Elizabeth@StStephensChurch.org 

Betsy Williams | Betsy@StStephensChurch.org

Julia Nazario | Julia@StStephensChurch.org

Ann Muengnoi

The Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun

The Venerable Dorothy Jones

JoAnn Haseltine

Roger Felton

Satoko Boris | Satoko@StStephensChurch.org 

American Bach Soloists  www.AmericanBach.org

Vestry
Rob Gieselmann, Interim Rector  •  Jock Putney, Senior Warden  •  Bill Brinkman, Junior Warden

Bob McCaskill, Treasurer  •  David Patterson, Clerk
Bobby Moore, Rod Hall, Kathy Hill, David Irmer, Alex Norris, 

Paul Rosenlund, Marjorie Sennett, Rick Waterman, Miles Archer Woodlief
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